
Vaccinations

Canine Distemper

• This is a widespread viral disease which carries a high death or mortality rate. 
The virus is spread through droplet infection from the eyes and nose and from 
fecal and urine spread. Signs include high fever, nasal and ocular discharge, 
coughing, pneumonia, diarrhea, vomiting, and neurological symptoms. The 
disease is easily spread and exposure is considered inevitable during the dog’s 
lifetime. 

Canine Parvovirus

• This is a widespread virus that is spread through the feces in the environment. 
Puppies with this infection have gastrointestinal symptoms including vomiting, 
dehydration, loss of appetite, and severe diarrhea with or without blood. Most 
puppies are hospitalized for treatment and the disease carries a moderate 
mortality rate. This virus can infect the heart muscle. 

Canine Hepatitis

• A viral infection caused by an adenovirus present worldwide. This disease infects 
the liver, eye, nervous tissue, lungs, and kidney. It is commonly spread through 
the urine and saliva of dogs. Signs include increased thirst, lethargy, vomiting, 
diarrhea, fever, corneal opacity (blue eye), and bleeding tendencies. Most 
symptoms are those associated with hepatitis. This disease carries a moderate 
mortality risk. 

Canine Leptospirosis

• A bacterial infection which is spread through the urine of rodents and other 
infected wildlife, urine of infected dogs, or contaminated water. It is commonly 
found in rat urine. The disease infects the liver, kidneys, and intestinal tract 
causing high fever, kidney damage, jaundice, hemorrhage, pain, and bloody 
diarrhea. This disease can be transmitted from dog to human. There are multiple 
strains or serovars of Leptospirosis and not all strains are in certain vaccines. 
Only your veterinarian can determine if your puppy needs to be vaccinated and 
which strain of vaccine should be used. 



Canine Bordtella or Canine Cough

• This respiratory disease is really a combination of Bordtella (a bacterium) and 
Para influenza (a virus) which are usually combined in a vaccine. This is a very 
common infection that causes mild to severe respiratory symptoms in the 
puppy. These different organisms work together in the respiratory tract to cause 
sneezing, gagging, and coughing. The cough can be moderate to severe and is 
described as a dry “honking” cough; especially of the throat area is touched. The 
disease can progress into bronchopneumonia. It is very commonly spread 
through contaminated droplets from the mouth or lungs or by direct contact. 
The disease is very easily spread in grooming shops, kennels, parks, dog shows, 
or any place where puppies or dogs are grouped together. The vaccine can be 
given by injection and/or nasal drops. 

Canine Corona virus

• A virus causing mild gastroenteritis with symptoms of diarrhea and vomiting. The 
puppy may also be lethargic and depressed. The spread is through contaminated 
feces. This disease is much less severe than Parvovirus and is not found in all 
areas of the country. 

Rabies 

• A fatal viral disease that infects all warm-blooded animals. The virus is spread 
through saliva from an infected animal which is usually spread through a bite 
wound or scratch. The nervous system is infected producing behavioral changes, 
changes in co-ordination, viciousness in dogs, paralysis of the muscles of the jaw, 
and seizures. Rabies is fatal in all animals and humans. Rabies vaccine is 
mandated by law and the duration of vaccine is regulated by each state. 

Lyme Disease

• This vaccine is very controversial and has to be discussed with your veterinarian. 
It is beyond the scope of this article to discuss the pros and cons of this 
vaccination. 


